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From giving live programs to Nature Center guests, to 
supporting the work inside the von Arx Wildlife Hospital, 
to compiling scientific data, approximately 26 interns work 
throughout the Conservancy of Southwest Florida each 
year. Interns allow us to expand the reach of our mission, 
while providing valuable professional training for young 
conservationists. The Conservancy receives more than 300 
applicants per year from all over the United States for these 
highly prestigious positions. 

Interns are an investment for our organization’s future as many 
former interns return to the Conservancy when staff positions 
open. Currently, more than 18 Conservancy staff started as 
interns, including the director of the von Arx Wildlife Hospital, 
Joanna Fitzgerald.  

The Conservancy is attractive to interns for many reasons. 
One is the opportunity to live on-site. Naples is an expensive 
place to live. The housing provided by the Conservancy makes 
it financially possible for interns from all over the country by 
providing convenient, affordable housing. However, our existing 
intern housing is extremely outdated and the cost to maintain 
the current dormitory is not sustainable.

Our board of directors and staff are deeply committed to 
improving and expanding our dormitory facility. Join us in 
creating a space that will increase participation and engagement 
in our mission while, creating a home for our interns. I invite you 
invest in our interns.  

Thank you for considering support of this most crucial project.

A message from our  
President and CEO

Robert J. Moher 
President & CEO 

40
States represented by 

former interns

100%
Interns report skills learned 

will better prepared them 
for professional careers

90%
Interns obtained positions 

infield or closely-related 
field after experience

The ability to live on site at 
the Conservancy made a huge 

difference in both applying and 
choosing this internship. Coming 
straight from Arizona and college 
graduation, the idea of moving 
across the country seemed daunting. 
However, the prospect became 
realistic when I had a place to stay in a 
new and unfamiliar state.

Environmental Education Intern in 2014
Hired as a Conservancy Education 
Naturalist in 2017

TONYA ZADROZNY
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Funding Opportunities

 

Naming of Building                 $5,000,000     RESERVED

Dormitory & Mixed Use Building
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3rd Floor (Intern Dormitory)
• Floor      $1,000,000  RESERVED

• North Wing                           $500,000  RESERVED

• South Wing                           $500,000   RESERVED

• Dormitory Lounge and Kitchen        $500,000 
• Wildlife Wing     $250,000
• Science Wing     $250,000  
• Education Wing    $250,000
• Policy Wing     $250,000
• Dormitory Suite                  $200,000             
• Dormitory Rooms               $100,000 each

  

Funding Opportunities

The new dormitory consists of 15 double rooms to accommodate up to 30 interns at a time. It also contains a suite 
for a visiting Ph.D. researcher. The residents will enjoy a kitchen and common area for socializing and relaxing. 
The building will be equipped with Wi-Fi access and a state-of-the-art security system.  

Conceptual rendering of dormitory lounge and kitchen

Conceptual rendering of inside the dormitory  room.

Third Floor Dormitory
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COPY

 

The planned construction for the new dormitory allowed for a full review of Conservancy legacy buildings. 
This includes a relocating the Environmental Education Department (currently housed in the legacy dorm) 
and many members of the Development team (currently occupying space in the legacy administration 
building). The new mixed use floor includes a production studio for the Marketing and Communications team 
and a much-needed medium size conference room. The design also includes a modest fitness room for interns 

and staff.

• Floor      $1,000,000  RESERVED

Mixed Use Floor

Funding Opportunities

• Floor                                        $1,000,000  RESERVED
• Education Wing    $500,000   RESERVED
• Dev. & Market. Wing         $500,000         
• Intern Offices/Workroom   $200,000
• Media Production Room                  $500,000
• Conference Room                     $300,000  RESERVED
• Workout Room                    $250,000
• Break Room                          $250,000
• Reception Area     $100,000
• Offices      $50,000 ea

As a former intern, my 
mentorship strategy is 

to just make my interns feel 
a sense of responsibility 
and pride in their work. I 
treat them just like I would 
treat any staff member and 
try to instill knowledge of 
the inner-workings of the 
organization, so that they 
understand the perspectives 
of other departments, 
interns, and staff. 

Environmental Science (python) 
and Education intern in 2015
Hired as Environmental Science 
Field Technician (Python Team) in 
2017

IAN EASTERLING

2nd Floor (Education – Marketing – Development)

DEVELOPMENT & MARKETING WING  

WORKOUT 
 ROOM

MEDIA PRODUCTION  
ROOM

CONFERENCE  
ROOM

EDUCATION WING  
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States represented by former interns 

Many Conservancy internships lead to full-time jobs with nonprofit organizations locally and 
throughout the country.  Here is a sample of where some Conservancy interns are now working:

• Education Coordinator for The National Audubon Society  
(Greenwich, CT)

• Graduate Research Fellow, Oregon State University, studying  
Kemp’s ridley sea turtles

• Wildlife Rehabilitation Staff & Intern Coordinator at New Mexico Wildlife Center (Santa Fe, NM)

• Livestock & Poultry Specialist with The Fertrell Company  
(organic farm industry) (Harrisburg, PA)

• Clinic Manager & Licensed Wildlife Rehabilitator at Sarvey  
Wildlife Care Center (Arlington, WA)

• Naples Zoo (Naples, FL)

• Project Blue Zone (Naples, FL)

• Conservancy of Southwest Florida (Naples, FL)

• Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve (Naples, FL)

Conservancy Interns: Where they are now?

The internship had so many facets – animal care, both 
medical and general husbandry, as well as leadership 

and communication components. I learned I was able to 
fulfill all of the requirements. It was a huge boost in my 
confidence when I finished the internship and had done 
well. I could not have done this internship without having 
housing and I would not have applied.

Wildlife intern in 1992
Hired as Conservancy staff in 1994
Today – Director of the Conservancy’s von Arx Wildlife Hospital

JOANNA FITZGERALD



Paul Seifert, Vice President

Conservancy of Southwest Florida 
1495 Smith Preserve Way 
Naples, Florida 34102

Office: 239.403.4205 
PaulS@conservancy.org

The Conservancy enjoys a reputation for excellence as a 501 (c)(3) non-profit 
funded by generous members, donors, corporate sponsors, grants and private 
foundations. We are recognized by the most reputable ratings agencies for 
financial transparency, stability and guest experience.

• Founded in 1964

• $7.6 million annual 
operating budget 

• 65 full-time staff 

• 600 volunteers and 
26 interns 

• 7,000+ member and 
donor families 

• 100% funds support 
local projects

• 3-Star Charity Navigator rating 

• Guide Star Platinum rating 

• Trip Advisor Certificate  
of Excellence

• 2017 Kapnick Award Recipient 
by the Community Foundation 
of Collier County

• 2014 Heart of the Community 
Award by the Naples Chamber 
of Commerce 

About us Honors & Awards

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER 
SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR 
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. (800)HELP-FLA (435-7352), www.freshfromflorida.com registration number CH8300.
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