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The Facts Behind Eastern Collier Countyôs Growth

Machine and Why You Should Pay Attention



Å300 square miles (similar 

geographic size as New York City)

ÅConsists mostly of farm fields, 

pastures, orchards, and wetlands

ÅEast of Golden Gate Estates

ÅExtends past State Road 29

ÅVery little existing infrastructure

ÅImportant mammal corridors and 

natural flowways

Rural Lands 

Stewardship Area 

(Eastern Collier County)



The RLSA provides habitat for these protected species
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When the RLSA 

was adopted, the 

public was told 

that only 9% 

would be 

developed.  

Instead, the 

RLSA program 

allows nearly half 

of the 

RLSA to be 

developed. 
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What We Do
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Landowners have plans for 45,000 acres of development, as towns 

and villages, which is the same geographic size of two Fort 

Lauderdales.  That much development could easily add over 300,000 

people and over 135,000 homes.
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Å 200 miles of road projects needed

Å 800,000 daily vehicle trips!

Å $billions in cost, most at taxpayer expense

Å Roads would bisect panther and large 

mammal corridors

The Technical Review of the Panther Protection Program, provides a lot of information on the landowner (Eastern 
Collier Property Owners ςECPO) proposed road network.  Although the review is from 2009, their review sheds 
light on  the amount of traffic anticipated for the 200 mile road network that ECPO wants built.  Daily trips in 
Eastern Collier will go from 71,160 a day to 800,000 daily trips. (Table 6.3-1 and 6.3-1 continued), a more than 10 
ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ w[{!Φ 9/thΩǎ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ath ŀƴŘ C5h¢ όǘŀȄǇŀȅŜǊǎύ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǎǘǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 9/thΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŘŜƴŜŘ 
roads within panther habitat and wetlands.

Here is the landowner-developerôs proposed 

road map, which shows that the county would 

need to build many new and widened roads to 
connect the new towns and villages:



APPROVED
Rivergrass(2020):2,500 homes 
Longwater(2021): 2,600 homes 
Bellmar(2021)2,750 homes
Skysail* (2021): 1,800 homes
Ave Maria* (2005): 11,000 homes
(about 7,400 homes yet to be built)

PENDING APPROVAL
Town of Big Cypress (Town Core): 1,382 homes 
BrightshoreVillage: 2,400 homes
Immokalee Road Rural Village(just outside 
RLSA): 4,042 homes

TOTAL:  28,474 homes
* Under construction. Others are in permitting phases.

Development has begun . . . 



Å 74,845 residents and 

workers* 

Å This is over 3 times 

the population of the 

City of Naples! 

*Includes pending applications of Immokalee Road Rural Village (IRRV); 

Brightshore Village, and TOBC town core.  IRRV is just outside the RLSA.  The 

population estimates are from the applicantôs economic assessments, based 

on seasonal population  and employment, except for Ave Maria, which is from 

Metro Forecasting. Populations: Town of Big Cypress = 23,644 (includes 

Rivergrass, Longwater, and Bellmar); Town of Ave Maria = 33,000; Skysail = 

4,468; Brightshore Village = 4,893; IRRV  9,840.  2021 Population of City of 

Naples = 22,265 U.S. Census

How many will live in just 

the approved/pending  

towns and villages?



Graphic provided 
by: Joe Minicozzi
of Urban 3

How large will the villages be?

Collier County vs. Naples
Just these 

three villages 

will extend 

about the same 

distance as 

Clam Pass to 

Naples 

Botanical 

Garden



is allowing 

their own rules 

to be broken.

The following 

slides explain 

how.



1. Retain agriculture
2. Direct incompatible uses away from 

wetlands and habitat  

3. Discourage Sprawl with innovative planning (smart growth)

(Supported by Conservancy)
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What are the Goals of the RLSA?

THIS NOT THIS OR THIS 



The RLSA program requires smart growth, which looks like this . . . 



Instead we will see more of this . . .


