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Pull Drainage Studies Together

Golden Gate To
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Encouraged by a favorable
legal opinion, the Golden Gate
Estates Study Committee
moved Wednesday to hire a
consulting firm to pull all the
previous studies together and
suggest solutions for the over-
drained area.

Committee Chairman Nor-
man Bacon said that numerous
federal, state and county
studies had been written about
the Estates area, all predicated
on the fact that landowners
could not be displaced from
their property.

Bolstered with the legal
opinion of Dr. Frank Maloney
that the owners could be dis-
placed, Bacon said the myriad
of studies must be consolidated
and new alternatives be sug-
gested to correct the environ-
mental damage.

Maloney is dean of the
University of Florida’'s law
school and a legal expert on
water management problems,
He submitted his report this
week to the county in which he
said there is sufficient legat
precedent {0 reverse the over-
drainage in the center of Col-
lier County. He cited federal,
state and county laws in the

Change existing
patterns of roads
and canals that
block natural
drainage.

30-page report that contain
powers far corrective action.

William Vines, a private Na-
ples planner, told the commit-
tee members that the next step
is to come up with a plan to
change the existing pattern of
roads that block natural drain-
age patterns and canals that
run off millions of gallons of
fresh water into Gulf bays,
disrupting coastal ecclogy.

“WE DON'T have anybody to
pull this thing together,’’
Bacon said. “We have a whole
new ball game."”

He recommended that the
committee approach various
consulting firms with the
capability to take on the mam-
moth task and to invite pre-
sentations for selection of cne
for the task.

Committee members im-

WILLIAM VINES

mediately became concerned
with costs and where they
could get the money.

Bacon said he did not believe
the selection process would
cost the county any money.
Once the problem and objec-
tives for correcting the Golden
Gate problems are reduced to
writing and a preliminary cost

estimate is rendered, he said
the firm also could determine
what level, or levels of govern-
ment funds may be available.

The committee already has
received outside money for its
initial work. The Collier County
Conservancy paid Maloney's
$600 fee,

CONSERVANCY president
William V. Merrihue has sent
Maloney’s report to five na-
tional conservation organiza-
tions and the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency in
an appeal for possible financial
help. '

Bacon read Merrihue's Jetter
at the Wednesday afternoon
committee meeting in which
the Conservancy president
termed the Golden Gate prob-
lem *‘gargantuan.”

He wrote that 200 miles of

,canals drain 400 square miles

of tand “‘running off enough
water into the Gulf*to supply
metropolitan Milwaukee.”

The inland water table has
been lowered drastically to the
point that ‘‘the area could
become a desert,’* he wrote.

He said the developer, GAC
Properties, ‘'is in a bind*’
between the county, which
would like to see the whole
area redesigned, and the FTC
(Federal Trade Commission)

that insists on GAC delivering
the lots as promised.

“THE LEGAL problems of
persuading 40,429 lot owners
around the world to acquiesce
to relocation to protect water
resources is staggering.”

GAC is under a timetable
from the FTC to notify lan-
downers that property ex-
changes may be made by
Estates landholders, if their
present lot is unbuiidable,
Kenneth E. Shubert told the
committee. He is the Golden
Gate Community administra-
tor for GAC.

Land swapping that is taking
piace because of FTC orders
from Remuda to Golden Gate
is also complicating matters,
said Thomas McDaniel, one of
the county’s planners,

He said the FTC order had
made the lot holders a poot,
rather than specific lot owners.
The FTC has ruied, McDaniel
said, that if a person owns a lot
that GAC can not reasonably
provide utilities, or that cannot
SUpport a sepfic tank, that lot
may be exchanged for one that
15 within reach of utilities and
has proper drainage.

HE SUGGESTED the county
approach the GAC pool of
owners to solve the relocation
problems. °

Hire Consultants

Author Vince Conboy, sitfing
in the audience, told the com-
mittee he has interviewed
many of the Golden Gate lan-
downers in research for his
book, ““Florida's Billion Dollar
Land Fraud.”

He said most are pensioners
and realize they have made
bad investments. He believes
most witl cooperate with coun-
ty efforts o rectify the poor
planning that has made their
investments turn sour.

Bacon said the committee
can bypass the relocation
probiem for now and attack the
problem of who will sponsor
and finance the corrective ac-
tion. Eventual costs, he said
will be staggering,

A SUBCOMMITTEE was ap-
pointed to centact consulting
firms by the bare guorum of
the four committee members
present. Bacon, Vines and
Stanley Hole were selected to
find a firm willing to fake on
the task.

Bacon said after the meeting
that he thinks a firm could be
hired, previous studies putled
together, alternate plans of ac-
tions be made to correct the
Golden Gate problems and
sources of federal, state, coun-
ty and private foundation funds
identified within one year.




